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Live Like You  
Were Dying ✠ Rev. Robert Hurkmans 

 
 A few years ago my wife 
and I saw a movie called “The 
Bucket List”.  It was both a funny 
movie and a touching one.  In the 
movie, two men (played by Jack 
Nicholson and Morgan Freeman) 
find out they have terminal ill-
nesses.  Faced with their own mor-
tality, the men realize that they 
have a choice:  to wallow in depres-
sion, or to live what life they 
have to its fullest.  So, they decide 
to create a "Bucket List" (things 
they would like to do before the 
‘kick the bucket’) and throughout 
the rest of the movie these men do 
it all!  They go skydiving, mountain 
climbing, drag racing, travelling 
and more.  They even decide to 
forgive people, give generously, 
and perform random acts of kind-
ness to complete strangers. 
 You could say they “lived 
like they were dying.”  Often we 
assume that people who are dying 
must be the most depressed peo-

ple in the world.  But, the opposite 
is often the case: people who real-
ize their own mortality often live 
life with a zest and vigour that puts 
the rest of us to shame.  They’ve 
stared death in the face, they know 
their time on earth is only brief, and 
so they take life by the horns and 
live fully. 
 The season of Lent is also 
time when we come face to face 
with our own mortality.  “You are 
dust, and to dust you shall return.”  
With these words, Lent begins with 
black ashes smeared on our fore-
heads.  Ashes have long been a 
symbol of frailty, mortality, and 
life’s temporality. And then 
throughout Lent we follow the jour-
ney of Jesus as he moves closer and 
closer to his own death.  As such, 
many people see Lent as a bleak 
season.  Faced with our own mor-
tality we go about these forty 
days with a certain amount of de-
spair and melancholy. 
 But what if we “lived like 
we were dying”?  What if instead 
of the gloominess of Lent, we re-
placed it with a sense of urgency 
and energy?  We know that “we are 

dust, and to dust we shall return” – 
so let us live our life to the fullest.  
After all, life is uncertain.  So, why 
not go sky diving?  Why not climb 
a mountain?  Why not forgive peo-
ple who have wronged us?  Why 
not laugh more?  Why not take 
more time for family?  Why not 
speak more gently to the people we 
meet?  Coming face to face with 
our mortality in the season of Lent 
should not be cause for despair, but 
for a renewed attitude and apprecia-
tion for the gift of life. 
 So this Lent, let's live 
like we were dying.  And as we do, 
may God enable us to recapture the 
zest of a spirit-filled existence, 
where every day is a gift from God. 

Family Focus 
Families with children are invited to join us for Messy Church Wed. March 17, 2010 5:30-
7:00 p.m. Guild Hall Invite a friend or neighbour to join you as we celebrate St.  Patrick's 
Day.  Please wear green! 

 
Children's Easter Presentation Easter Sunday, April 4, 2010 10:30a.m. service 
Should you wish your child/grandchild to participate, they need to  attend two 
30min. rehearsals. These will take place immediately following the 10:30 service. 
Meet in the church on March 21 & 28,  2010.            Any questions, please contact 
Sally @ 835-6606. 
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Building Inward ✠ Dana Rasch   
 
Get into the spirit of the 
Olympics and participate 
in the 2010 St. James & St. 
Brendan Winter Games!  
Our first event, curling, 

was a hit among all who attended.  
We were chilly, we fell on the ice, 
we swept our hearts out, but most 
importantly, we were together and 
had fun!  Thank you to all who par-
ticipated.  Events still to come in-
clude: 
 

5-Pin Bowling on Sat. Feb. 
27th @ 1:30pm.  We have 
reserved 4 lanes at Bowl-
O-Rama in Welland, one 
of which will have bump-

ers for little kids.  The cost is $12 
which includes 3 games as well as 
your shoe rental.  Please contact 
Dana Rasch at 905-834-8544 or 
danakenedy_17@yahoo.com to re-
serve your spot. 

 
Tobogganing & Indoor 
Activities on Sat. March 
6th @ 1:30pm.  Join us as 
we wrap up our Winter 
Games with an afternoon 

of racing down the hill at H.H. Knoll 
Park or a friendly game of cards or 
scrabble in the Guild Hall.  Hot 
drinks and snacks will be provided.  
Hope to see you there! 

 
Book Club  
Love to read?  Why not 
come out to the newest 
club at St. James & St. 

Brendan.  The Religious Readers 
Book Club is a place for you to 

fulfill your love of fictional novels 
and invigorating discussion.  Read 
hot new releases, timeless classics, 
and all things in between.  The Book 
Club is a place to make meaningful 
connections with each other through 
our shared love of reading.  We will 
meet once per month to discuss a 
new title, determined by members of 
the club.  If you are interested please 
come out to a meeting on Tuesday, 
March 2nd, 7:00pm in the Narthex 
and bring 2 book suggestions. 

 
Wine Seminar & Tasting 
Niagara's VQA wines have 
earned a reputa-
tion worldwide as some of 

the best anywhere, especially Niag-
ara's signature varietals - icewines, 
riesling, chardonnay, pinot noir & 
cabernet-franc.  If there is sufficient 
interest, a wine seminar / tasting 
session (or series) staged at the Guild 
Hall might be a possibility later this 
spring.  Those interested should 
speak with Bill Rivers. 

 
Men’s and Ladies           
Breakfasts 
After a brief hiatus, the 
men’s and ladies breakfasts 

will continue once again.  Starting in 
March, the 3rd Saturday of each 
month will be dedicated to morning 
get-togethers.  If you have sugges-
tions for locations please speak to a 
member of the Building Inward 

Committee.  Look to the screens 
on Sunday mornings 

for info.  
 

ACW Report ✠ Elaine Paquet 
The ladies have a busy year planned.  Our Lenten luncheons are next on our calendar. We hope to see many of 
our parishioners attending the services and the luncheons.  We are having a rummage sale in May.  Please keep 
any items until after Easter. 
      ✠   
Dates to Remember:  March 5 at 2 pm-World Day of Prayer; March 14 at 7 pm-Mariners’ Service; 
March 28-Palm Sunday;  April 1 at 5:30 pm-Maundy Thursday Seder Supper;  April 2 at 11 am-Good Friday; 
April 3-Easter Vigil; April 4 at 8:30 & 10:30 am-Easter Celebration. 

Your 2010 Parish Council 
Rector:  Rev. Robert Hurkmans 
Rector’s Warden:  Chris Rasch 
People’s Warden:  Linda Lamarche 
Deputy Warden:  Bonnie Harris 
Treasurer:  Leslie Kennedy 
Vestry Clerk:  Lynne Carter 
Property Chair:  Tim Kennedy 
Brock Regional:  Pat Davis 
Synod Delegate:  John Scarlett 
Alternate Delegate:  Jack Roy 
Youth Delegate:  Ashley Kennedy 
Member at Large:  Bill Rivers 
Greening Rep:  Victoria Carlson 
    Sharing Life Ministry Leaders 
Reaching Outward:  Eleanor Peyton 
Building Inward:  Dana Rasch 
Lifting Upward:  Patricia Davis 
Digging Downward:  Jennifer Main 
Moving Onward:  Bea Kenny  

 
The Kids Club @  the Hub 
is Happy to announce our FREE 
March Break Week FUN Schedule: 
 
When: March 15-19  
Each day we will offer a different 
fun activity, a healthy snack, and, a 
positive experience.   
Who: Kids grade 2-8 
Where: the Hub @ Guild Hall 72 
Charlotte St.  Port Colborne -drop 
off and pick up required. 
How to register: Call 905-834-
6595  to speak with Jennifer ~ 
youth outreach worker/ program 
coordinator. 

Thanks to those who supported the 
HUB’s “Haiiti-stock” event.  With 10 

local bands and lots of support we 
helped raise over $2200 for Haiti 

relief.  Way to Go!!! 



Page  3 

 

‘The Music is the Massage’ 
... but what is the message ?   ✠ Bill Rivers 

 
 This twist of Marshall McLuhan’s iconic axiom 
that “the medium is the message” applies particularly 
well to matters of music and faith.  Traditional genres of 
Christian music, the kind most often associated with 
church would include hymns, anthems, Christmas carols 
and seasonal songs. But there is another, expansive and 
diverse library of Christian music out there, some of 
which might easily be mistaken for rock, pop, country or 
adult contemporary styles. You probably have heard 
some of it; maybe you even sing along – without even 
knowing that the lyrics are acknowledging, praising and 
thanking God. 
 Sometimes, the sheer enjoyment of the music 
(the “massage”) buries the lyrical message or makes it 
seem less important than the music itself. At other times, 
the lyrical message is lost or obliterated by amplified 
volume, the pounding of drums, the gyrations of the 
performing artist(s), or visual distractions (e.g.  light 
shows, pyrotechnics). Delving into the lyrics of many 
popular songs would reveal that some of the content is 
indeed “Christian” or contains “messages” familiar to 
Christians everywhere. 

A great example of this can be found in the music of 
one of Rev. Rob’s favourite bands. In fact, he “signs 
off” in e-mails with an excerpt taken from a U-2’s, 
“Window in the Skies”. 
 

“... the rule has been disproved / the 
stone it has been moved / the grave is now a 
groove / all debts are removed ...” 

 
A music lover myself – all genres – I have recently 
found previously “hidden” messages, new meanings 
and inspiration in songs that I have known for years, 
just by getting past the “massage” of the music to better 
extract the “message”. Country music icon LeAnn 
Rimes’ “I Need You” isn’t about her boyfriend after 
all !  From the planet “rock”, Hoobastank’s “The Rea-
son” is a true confessional. Most have heard crooner 
Josh Groben’s inspirational “You Raise Me Up” and, 
perhaps, a “new-country” tune – “When I Get Where 
I’m Going” – citing the joys that heaven offers. 
 For those enthralled by the great voices of 
today, few songs compare to “The Prayer”, a stirring 
collaboration by Celine Dion and Andrea Bocelli. It is 
nothing less than inspiring, yet offers a wonderfully 

simple prayer.  “Martina McBride’s “God’s Will” 
instantly connects with listeners who have “been 
searchin', wonderin', thinkin’, lost and lookin' all 
[their] lives”.  The message ? “I guess I would be 

still ... that was until, I met God's will.” 
 Maybe it’s time to re-discover favourites from 
the past, getting past the musical “massage” to the 
foundation of the song - its lyrical message. Don’t be 
too surprised to find that many songwriters / musicians 
have embedded a Christian message in the music you 
enjoy. More recently, Christian themes and icons have 
been included in music videos (the new “massage”), 
few better than the Johnny Cash’s last video, “Hurt”. 
 Whatever your preferred musical “massage”– 
hymn, carol, rock, country, pop music, adult contempo-
rary or video – many favourites include inspirational 
themes and lyrics, messages meant to stir emotions and 
call the listener to prayer and worship. As Easter ap-
proaches, visit “YouTube” to hear Chris Tomlin’s in-
spirational message of the resurrection in “I Will Rise”. 

 
Jesus has overcome  

And the grave is overwhelmed  
The victory is won  

He is risen from the dead  
 

And I will rise when He calls my name  
No more sorrow, no more pain  

I will rise on eagles' wings  
Before my God, fall on my knees  

And rise, I will rise  

 

There will be outdoor 
activities so please 
come dressed for the 
weather 
 

Upcoming Sunday School Events 

These events are open to children of all ages 
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 Faith Forward Campaign Update ✠ Pat Davis, Campaign Manager 
 
The Faith Forward Campaign has 
had another successful year.  The 
entire campaign  
(2008 & 2009) has raised a total of 
$288,182.05.  Thank you to every-
one who has contributed to these 
numbers. 
 
The following is a summary of the 
2009 year donations: 
 
•55 families/individuals pledged  
 48, 390.00 
•8 of those families/individuals were 

unable to meet their pledge 
commitment ($5,040.00) 

•pledge donations amounted to $43, 
350.00 

•pledge and additional gift donations 
combined, amounted to a 
final overall total of 
$62,662.05. 

 
We are now entering into our third 
year of the campaign and we have a 
total of 42 families/individuals who 
have pledged a total of $40, 855.00.  
 
I know that this is an old story that 
you have heard many times from me, 
but I encourage everyone who can, 
to pay their pledge commitment as 
soon as possible.  The sooner that we 
can pay off the loan we have for the 
renovations, the more money we will 
save for the parish. 
_____________________________ 
A Note from the Choir ✠ Bonnie Harris 
 
First of all a very warm welcome to 
our newest member Bradley Shea. 
We recently held our election of offi-
cers with our new treasurer being 
Barb Yakobowski, Secretary Ann 
LaFortune and myself doing double 
duty as president and librarian. Many 
thanks to Elaine Paquet for her many 
years of being our president and to 
Barb Staples for keeping our fi-
nances in order.  
The annual Mariners Service is 

scheduled for March 14 and we look 
forward to singing as always. 
We have an exciting announcement.  
On Sunday May 2 at 7 pm we will be 
performing a “Special Concert’ as 
we kick off a fund raising campaign 
towards the purchase of new choir 
robes.  Watch your weekly bulletin 
for details and information regarding 
tickets. 
We sincerely hope you will support 
our efforts in this very exciting pro-
ject. 
_____________________________    
Digging Downward ✠ Jennifer 

Main                      
I’d like to 
thank John 
and Marie 
Butt  for 
opening their 
home for the 
study of “A 
Shepherd 
Looks at 
Psalm 23”.  It 

is still not too late to join in on 
Wednesday nights.  There will be a 
total of 12 weeks and we are about to 
discuss the third chapter of the book.  
John’s doing a wonderful job of 
leading this group.   
 
Discussions will soon be taking 
place regarding further offerings to 
learn and discuss faith.  When plans 
are finalized, announcements will be 
made.  Meanwhile, consider coming 
out on Wednesday night to join in 
the on-going study. 
_____________________________ 

The Hub ✠ Elaine Paquet 
 
Please come and support the Hub 
Café.  We offer $4.00 breakfasts and 
lunch specials for $4.90.  Several of 
our parishioners gather for coffee 
daily. Come and join them. 
 
 
 
 

Outreach Committee ✠ Eleanor Peyton 
 
Soles4Souls in Haiti  is a new pro-
gram for St. J.& B.   This is an on-
going project for disaster relief.       
A box for your donation of gently 
used shoes is placed by the Baptis-
mal Font.  Thanks to Christine Sun-
day for bringing this to our attention.   
 
Besides the usual monetary dona-
tions such as PWRDF, Red Cross, 
etc. several other options are avail-
able- Intercede International & Shel-
ter Box, a Global Rotary Club Pro-
ject.  Shelter Box is a large green 
box containing a ten man tent, all the 
essential items such as blankets, wa-
ter containers, purification tablets, 
tools-enough to provide immediate 
shelter for a family for 6 months.  As 
of Feb.1st, 5,000 boxes are on the 
ground in Haiti & another 1,000 will 
leave Cornwall this week.  Tentative 
plans are being made to help fund 
this project.  Stay tuned! 
Inter-Church Food Cupboard.   
 
Our Church members should be 
proud of themselves for the support 
they have shown.  A surprising note 
is that the moms ask for powdered 
milk.  Have you given a thought to 
asking a friend to share in the cost of 
a box? The Sunday School has corre-
sponded with our Foster Child in 
Sri Lanka and are anxiously awaiting 
her reply.  Thank you goes  to Sally. 
            
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
March 1:  Inside Hana’s Suitcase 
March 5:  Astro Boy 
March 8:  The Young Victoria 
March 15:  Invictus... 

 
For more Movies and showtimes: 

www.cinemaattheguild.com 


